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Engineers are 

conducting river 

surveys on the 

Savannah River 

above the future 

axis of the dam on 

February 21, 1952.    

They are trying to 

determine how 

suitable the site is 

for a dam.  This 

location at Durrett 

Shoals was 

designated over 20 

years before when 

the U.S. Army 

Corps of Engineers 

inspecting over 11 

sites for a dam.    

Courtesy the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Savannah District  



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Caterpiller and 

Allis Chamber 

motor scrapers used 

for heavy earth 

work are seen 

parked on the 

Georgia 

embankment.  

These scrapers, 

with the help of 

bulldozers would 

move tons of 

material at one 

time.  They were 

used to construct 

the Georgia and 

South Carolina 

earth embankments 

several years before 

work on the 

concrete portions of 

the dam began.    

Courtesy the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Savannah District  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On November 18, 

1964 the Corps of 

Engineers is using a 

barge to remove a 

tree that will become 

an obstacle in the 

future, below the 

water line.  Barge 

crews would move 

all over the rising 

reservoir repeating 

this process over and 

over again.   Divers, 

like the one seen at 

  

 

left would leave the barge and cut the tree from underneath the water.  

This process of snag removal would assure an adequate buffer 

between underwater debris like this and boats cruising the lake at full 

pool.   Courtesy U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Savannah District   

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Courtesy the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Savannah District  

On January 8, 1963 

water has filled an 

abandoned quarry 

near Clemson 

College.  This site 

is located south of 

the diversion 

channel and dikes 

the Corps of 

Engineers 

constructed to 

protect Clemson 

College property. 

When  the 

reservoir’s 

elevation drops to 

low levels it 

becomes a small 

pond detached from 

the lake.   

Courtesy the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Savannah District  


